=i he higher HF bands are not dead!
I We all expected reduced propaga-
tion in 2015, but CQ DX Marathon
participants went against the odds and
came up as winners. Compared to 2014,
participation increased 25%, total QSOs
were up over 8% and more countries
were available. We were not surprised
that 2015 was a record-breaking year,
with many all-time high score records
broken. The 10-, 12-, and 15-meter
bands accounted for over 50% of all
QSOs — very similar to 2014. Ten-
meter-only submissions were double
those of 2014. Overall, there was a 50%
increase in participants chasing single-
bandorsingle-mode awards. Much of the
increase in participation came from the
many new DX Marathon participants in
Brazil and Turkey. In addition, participa-
tion in Limited Class, introduced last
year, was up substantially, with over25%
of logs claiming Limited Class. If you run
100 watts and a small Yagi or equivalent,
check out Limited Class.

As a result of the good conditions and
increased participation, many new all-
time high scores were set: Unlimited
Class, Limited Class, Phone, three con-
tinental records, nine zone records, 15
country records plus the club score
record. Many of these records were sig-
nificantly broken and will be hard to sur-
pass in the future. One of the reasons
so many records were broken was the
availability of workable entities. Over
300 entities plus 40 zones were avail-
ablein 2015 —the highest number ever
since the Marathon has been run. We
thank the many expeditions to rare loca-
tions. CW continues to be the most pop-
ular mode used in the Marathon, but the
percentage of CW QSOs was slightly
lower in 2015, due mainly to a signifi-
cant increase in digital QSOs.

And the Winners Are ...

Since 2008, Oms, PY5EG, has been a
major participant and supporter of the
Marathon, including plaque sponsor-
ship through the Araucaria DX Group.
Oms holds six all-time record high DX
Marathon scores <www.dxmarathon/

“Program Manager, CQ DX Marathon
e-mail: <k9el @ dxmarathon.com>

BY JOHN SWEENEY.* K9EL/VA3CDX

Not only is Oms, PY5EG, a repeat overall Unlimited Class winner, but he set a
new world record for the DX Marathon in 2015. Here he is in his shack with his
previous DX Marathon plaques.

Piero, IK5FKF, a repeat winner, won the digital plaque for 2015. Here Piero shows
his previous DX Marathon awards in his well-equipped shack.
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Records> and shared the Unlimited Class overall record high
score of 330 with OM3EY — until 2015. Oms has now set
the bar very high with an incredible score of 336! He missed
only four entities that were active in 2015 — we can only
imagine the hours Oms spent working DX. He also submit-
ted a perfect log with no errors. Following Oms in Unlimited
Class was Tony, IKGOZD, the 2014 DX Marathon Unlimited
Class winner, at 333 points, a new European record. In third
place was Serge, RBYY, at 329 points — a new Russian and
new Zone 16 record. There was a three-way tie between
OMBSEY, K2TQC, and NGUN for fourth place at 328 points,
with the final order determined by the earliest date of the last
entity QSO.

A new record high score was also set in Limited Class by
John, OM5XX, with a score of 319 — very impressive for only
100 watts. NOAH and SP3NYC were second and third, respec-
tively, with scores of 296 and 290. In Formula Class, Joe,
W4TV, has taken top honors with a score of 293. Joe uses a
dipole and inverted-V antennas from his Florida QTH. Joe has
come in second the previous three years, so it is great to final-
ly see his call at the top of Formula Class. Completing the top
three positions were N4RI and W2NK in second and third place,
respectively. In the 5-watt Formula Class, Dan, WG5G, retains

New Plaques!

As participation in the CQ DX Marathon grows each year, we
continue to expand our award program. We are pleased to
announce two new plaques to be awarded each year.
Beginning with the 2015 results, we will award plaques to the
highest CW only scores in North America and in Europe. We
welcome HamSupply.com as a new sponsor for the North
American CW plaque. The inaugural plague goes to Erik,
K9EU. We also welcome the CW Operators Club as the spon-
sor of the European CW Plaque. OK2PAY is the inaugural
winner and he also took top CW worldwide honors.

his first place title with a score of 283. Dan was first in the QRP
class in 2012, 2013, and 2014 and second in 2011. Con-
gratulations on this great accomplishment. Rounding out the
top three were OK2FD at 274 points and longtime DX Marathon
participant W8QZA at 255 points.

In 2015, we added awards for top mode scores for each
continent in addition to the worldwide top mode awards.
Initially the continental mode winners received certificates,
but we have now changed the CW winners in Europe and
North America to plaques (see sidebar). We welcome and

TOP SCORES

BOLD = Plaque Winners Digital
* = Certificate Winners
Callsign is followed by Score

Unlimited Class

PA2E@: = el sie M 305 South America
EASAXIT L e iin oo e 287 B S E G e e e o 336
NS AT N 287

P SXE e DA S e 274

40 Meters

VE3VEE
WOKNI...
co2Qu....
YUTWAT

- ZL2IFB...
...EABMT...
.6W7SK ...

Note: Top scorers in some zones
received Plaques or Country
Certificates.
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thank our new sponsors! With a 50%
increase in single-mode submissions,
there was a significantincrease in com-
petition for those awards. Lada,
OK2PAY, came out on top of the CW
pileup with a score of 312 to take the
CW plaque. Erik, K9EU, was second
with a score of 298 and winner of the
new North American CW plaque. In 3'd
place was Norm, W4QN, with a score
of 297. Wayne, NOUN, really topped
everyone with his incredible score of
328 on phone. He broke the previous
record — whichhe held — by 5 points.
Gert, PA2LO, last year’s phone winner,
was second this year with a score of
305. Ed, EABAXT, was third witha score
of 287. For the digital modes, Piero,
IK5FKF, claims top honors with a score
of 258. This is Piero’s third first-place
digital finish — congratulations! AA8R
at 249 points and IKOPEA at 242 points
rounded out the top three digital scores.

Plaques are also awarded to the top
score on each of the 10- through 80-
meter bands plus the top score on each
continent. In the single-band competi-
tions, there was a very tight race on 20
meters between DX Marathon veteran
Bob, W9KNI, and newcomer Marvin,
VE3VEE. In the end, Marvin took top
honors, just one point ahead of Bob. Of
interest, Marvin’s station is 100%
remote. No new band records were set
in 2015, but with top scores of 262, 284,
and 300 (10, 12, and 15 meters respec-
tively), the higher bands clearly pro-
duced a lot of DX. Many of the conti-
nental battles were also very close, with
AB5CA on top in Asia with a score 322,
just one point ahead of last year’s win-
ner, JE1TFQV. Dunia, EA8MT, once
again took top Africa honors, but
EABAXT was only 2 points behind. The
battle in North America was particularly
close with both K2TQC and NQUN fin-
ishing with scores of 328. In the case of
ties, we use the earliest date of the last
entity worked to determine placement.

Certificates will once again will be
given to the top scorer in each country
and zone, plus the top scorers on the 6-
and 160-meter bands. Late last year,
we added certificates for high scores in
each U.S. call district for each of the four
main classes plus the high score in each
VE call area. Also new this year are cer-
tificates for the high single-mode score
in each Continent for each of the three
modes. In all, there are many certifi-
cates now available. (All certificates for
all CQ contests are now provided in dig-
ital form only, due to prohibitive costs
for printing and mailing. — ed.)

Club competition was very exciting in
2015, with the Araucaria DX Group in

Wihat’'s vowr chroice?

RSS60OCF Boom-Mic

See us at the SeaPac Convention
Seaside, OR - June 2016

RS20S Listen-Onily $179

See what cour users have to say - visit

Operators on these DXpeditions selected radiosport
Mreadsets for their refiabifity, cormyfort and perfosrmance.

$398 (for most popular Desktop HF Radios)

Ham_ ..

Freracaat a8

SV N . P s P ad s PPV Pessric el i rp=_ <o srvy

SO05-504 -39 44 m-r oam-cPm, Sat 10AM-2PM (Pacific Time)

ELECT&E RADIO MAGAZINE

In circulation over 26 years, ER is
a monthly publication celebrating
classic equipment that was the
pride of our shacks just a few
years ago. Send $1 for a sample:

ER, PO Box 242
Bailey, CO 80421-0242
720-924-0171

WWW.ERMAG.COM

Air Boss Antenna La

8 Band EQ

W2IHY 8 Band EQ &
Noise Gate Thousands
of Satisfied Users
Worldwide

Add the legendary W2IHY 8 Band Equalizer And Noise Gate to your
shack and get ready for great audio reports! From smooth rag-chew
audio that makes them ask what you're running ... to penetrating
DX/Contest audio that gets results, wide-range adjustability is at your
command. Noise Gate reduces background noise for a cleaner, more
effective signal. Universal Interface lets you use most any microphone
with any radio including classics. |-K-Y selector for plug-n-play with
popular brand micro-phones. Switched outputs for 2 radios.
Headphone Monitor. RFI protection.

Products purchased from W2IHY include 30 Day Money Back Guarantee and 3 Year Parts/Lahor Warranty.
\ Top-rated Product Quality, Technical Support and Gustomer Service.

845-889-4253

Awesome Audio
Demonsirations
ww.w2ihy.com,

order online at

www.w2ihy.com

'EQplus

email: |uhus@w2|hy com

By W2IHY

Premium Audio
Processing

Did you turn on an amplifier? Your signal is loud and squeaky-clean.
EQplus users hear that report all the time. Compressor/Limiter
increases talk power without the distortion and restricted frequency
response of ordinary speech processors. Dual Band EQ, Downward
Expander for noise reduction, Effects for psychoacoustic magic.
LED Bar Graph. Front panel controls. Universal Interface matches most
all mics, all radios. I-K-Y mic selector. Switched outputs for 3 radios.
Headphone Monitor. RFI protection. Powerful stand alone system or
combine with W2IHY 8-Band EQ for maximum adjustability.

W2IHY Technologies Inc.

19 Vanessa Lane
Staatsburg, NY 12580
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Collins Radio
Repair & Tune-Up
DVD Guides

Restoring or repairing classic
Collins S-Line equipment?
These DVDs are like having
an experienced professional
right next to you!

From Hi-Res Communications, Inc.,
these well-produced, authoritative
DVDs cover all the most common
repair and tune-up subjects on
these classic radios.

Collins KWM-2
Two disc set, 236 minutes total
Order No. C-KWM $89.95

Collins 755-3/32S-3
Two disc set, 226 minutes total
Order No. C-75S $89.95

Collins 30L-1
Single Disc 61 minutes total

Order No. C-30L $39.95

Shipping & Handling: US & Possessions-add $7 for the

first item, $3.50 for the second and $2 for each additional
item. Foreign-calculated by order weight and destination

and added to your credit card charge.

CQ Communications, Inc.
17 W. John Street, Hicksville, NY 11801
www.cq-amateur-radio.com
800-853-9797
FAX us at 516 681-2926
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Joe, W4TV, is the 2015 Formula Class winner. Joe is a long time DX Marathon

participant using only simple antennas and is shown here in his shack.

Brazil setting a new club record with an
amassed score of 10,359. The top three
club positions were all held by PY clubs.
The Carolina DX Association and the
Northern lllinois DX Association placed
4th and 5, respectively. Don’t forget to
include your club name on your 2016
DX Marathon submission.

Correct Your Errors

Each year the DX Marathon website
publishes a large amount of information
to help participants minimize errors in
their submissions. The Helpful Hints
page can be accessed from the DX
Marathon home page. In 2015, we pub-

lished 3,881 callsign exceptions and
notes to help every participant reduce
the number of errors in their submis-
sions. Unfortunately, many people are
not utilizing this valuable resource. Call-
sign prefixes seem to multiply every year
and very few logging programs will prop-
erly determine the DX location and/or
CQ Zone from just the callsign. We
encourage everyone to utilize the infor-
mation we collect from many sources.
Perhaps due to the many first-time par-
ticipants, the overall error rate in the
2015 Marathon was 2.5% —anincrease
over last year’s 2% rate. It is always dif-
ficult to reduce someone’s score due to

COUNTRY WINNERS

GUGSUP*
GW4EVX*

Callsign is followed by score
* = Certificate Winners

SP3NYC*

Note: Top scorers in some
countries received plaques.
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simple errors, but proper logging is critical for a successful
DX Marathon submission. Scoring is computerized, so
please watch “0” (zero) vs. “O” (Oh), “1” (one) vs. “I” (Letter
1) or “I” (lower case letter L), and other similarities. Only 16%
of entrants submitted error-free logs.

The highest error category in 2015 was “Wrong Country.”
In other words, the callsign of the DX station was logged cor-
rectly, but that callsign was submitted for the wrong country.
Since the majority of participants use computer logging, the
logging software is likely assigning the wrong country to the
callsign. Assigning the wrong country to a callsign account-
ed for 28% of all errors — a large number. If your logging
program has a callsign database, be sure to update it on a
regular basis. Many prefixes (such as FO, E5, VK9 and oth-
ers) do notindicate a country, so each callsign must be inves-
tigated. “Wrong Zone” accounted for 23% of all errors. Similar
to Wrong Country, the DX callsign was logged correctly, but

the wrong zone was assigned to the prefix. The largest source
of zone errors, 30%, comes from U.S. callsigns. Current FCC
rules do not require hams to change prefixes when moving.
It is not unusual to have a KL7 living in Florida or a W2 liv-
ing in California. Please check each U.S. callsign carefully to
make sure the zone matches the QTH, not the callsign pre-
fix. Together, “Wrong Country” and “Wrong Zone” account
for over 50% of all errors — errors that can easily be avoid-
ed with up-to-date country databases.

Busted calls were the second highest error category,
accounting for 24% of all subtractions. The majority of the
busted callsigns were due to bad spots on the DX spotting
networks. Most errors are not intentional, but the number of
DX spots with callsign errors is increasing every year. Listen
carefully to each DX station to make sure it is really who you
think it is and that the call matches the spot. Although my
personal score does not count in the Marathon, | participate

CLUB SCORES

Club Score
ARAUCARIA DX GROUP

CDR GROUP ..o 7494
RIO DX GROUP.............. 7128

Carolina DX Association ...........
Northern lllinois DX Association
Society of Midwest Contesters..
METRO DX CLUB..oovsnecisisn
Arizona Outlaws Contest Club..
Willamette Valley DX Club .....
Chiltern Dx Club...............
VU CONTEST GROUP.............
GPDX PORTUGUESE DX GROUP.
ltalian Contest Club..
YB Land DXClub.............
Rhein Ruhr DX Assosiacion...
LU Contest Group............
GUARA DX GROUP ...
Florida Contest group......
Lone Star DX Association ..
Contest Club Ontario.......
Maritime Contest Club.....
Yankee Clipper Contest Club.

Bavarian Contest Club ...
Chilean Pacific Dx Group
Labre/SC....
Southern California Contest Club..
Mother Lode DX/Contest Club......
Grand Mesa Contesters of Colorado ..
Southern California DX Club........

Lighthouse Amateur Radio Alliance.
TR e 487
South Ural Contest Club
ARS La Spezia

ClipPertonmiDX CIUB v imvel i g st st istonm s i fi 0 g e et 430
WAGBON o e e B Sl s sl e s 364
Croatian COMBEE ClUI . oo st snis it amsmmamsn s e pea s s e iR 339
(@ V]2 K= Y e N S SO S S o 328
=N Ll R e e e S L e SRR St T 322
Yokohama DX Clubi i smssmsimsmsssis st ms i sarss s vashie 321
RRBDXA vl bt i e o ol s R R i T s v 319
BanishBX Groln. e e 314

Bahrain Contest Team

A = B e B T e e .302
Sveriges Sandareamatorer (SSA)..........cccvvviviiiiiiiiniiinine .300
Central Arizona DX Association ... .299
LOUBOHMARG e .295
Adrad Kayldall..................... .291
Contest Group du QUebec ... .289
Three As Contest GIroup ... .288
SEMDXA . isesessasresssisiiss o .287

Kentucky Contest Group
Vrhnika contesters ......

Club Score
182 (6 e e M S e O SONI Rt 273
Central G aliformiaiDIEGIUBE s ieimes ot st iessaorions b sswsvasshmosssesvos oss 272
Radie Amateursidul LuxembOUTG e it s s svsmsnin it s 267
VY A e e e e e 267
Sunday Creek Amateur Radio Federation ...........cccocccceiiiiniiiiiiicie, 266
Ll e et o o Bopr st ionanmas 264
WNITTUIN DX BHOUD o sssorminvass cosmosiomeiisioss simciims st s o et s 0 263
Minnesota Wireless ASSOCIBNON .. winmmiimms vt o 262
Albuguerguie’ DX ASSOCI A0 M wi.xry st oo tiases oy stk sdns ion et danes 253
Vytautas Magnus University Radio Club...........cccoeviiiniiiiiiiiiciecee 252
AL Teste 20, e v retds Lot UL SRS e Dol 2 e R R O S 245
EACONIEEE ClUBL..oxntidimmmmssborissmmspotisbbemmsbursssmase sl 244
CE DR GIOUD it i e ismtssmmssn ol 242
SARS s e A i e e e 242
Nixa Avateun Radio Glub. ol b s e 231
Falmouth Amateur Radio ASSOC. ........cceoiiieieaenieeeaie e e nees 230
SPARDGGTIE e Mo W TS %ol S0 ol e momi R Ua A W NI eyt 222
VNGRS 2, B ML R I el el S 202
BUPAGE ARG oot i b s Ve s it s bbb 219
Grupo DXXE v 218

Oklahoma DX Association ....
Allegheny Valley Radio Assoc. . :
10-10 Gold City CRAPLEE ...vcvirmmmimmsrmsmessmsimssensronsassssmssmisbunssnsans vossssssmsnes insss 213
Mile High DX ASS0ciation : . iimmirimmmissomasismismmomii
West Rand ARC !
Waterland.............

S'ou.ﬂ.wwest OH DX ASS0C, ..coosisnasnsionss 198
REDWOOD EMPIRE DX ASSOCIATION..
Bohia DY GIOUD. .t vt

World Wide Young Contesters.........cccceeverenne 176
Cambs:HamS vz siesyiaeiiess 174
GADX........ .170
B s ..169
Potomac Valley Radio Club ................... 164

YM7KK GITRAD ..... 157

western washington dx club..
North Carolina Radio Group..

136
Borinquen Radio Club - w122
GARNIZE DX GROUP.......... 114
USRA s ..109
TURKISH CONTEST TEAM. ..108
TEAM ALFA ............ 107
Southeast Contest Club . 104
ACE il ato o 102

Redcliffe and Districts Radio Club...
Luxembourg Amateur Radio Union.

SCDXC 64
UPPSALA R BB (SK5DB) 64
Northeast Wisconsin DX Assn ............ 60
Royal Air Force Amateur Radio)SOCIEtY. v wumuimioiieinsmsssmsiasmeeiiies 52
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15 months of value
January 2016 through
March 2017

Fifteen spectacular color
images of some of the
biggest, most photogenic
shacks and antennas from

across the country

and...also this year... a
number of favorite shots
from CQ magazine thrown
in for good measure!

Calendars include dates of important Ham Radio
events, major contests and other
operating events, meteor showers, phases of the
moon, and other astronomical information, plus
important and popular holidays. CQ’s 15-month
calendar (January 2016 through March 2017) is truly
a must have!

Shipping charges: USA $3; CN/MX $5; All other countries $10.

VISA

17 West John Street, Hicksville, NY 11801 “——
Call 1-800-853-9797 or FAX 516-681-2926
http://store.cq-amateur-radio.com |

CQ Communications, Inc. —
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Yuri, A65CA, is the 2015 Asia Winner and is shown here in
his shack.

Marvin, VE3SVEE, is a first-time DX Marathon participant

and won the 20-meter single-band plaque. Here is a photo

of his shack — no radio equipment! Marvin operates a
remote station.

Dan, WG5G, is a repeat winner of the 5-Watt Formula Class
and continued his streak in 2015. Dan is shown here in
his shack.

Visit Our Web Site



The Elecraft K-Line

Now Featuring the K3S Transceiver

. ;r—'Se‘e,:Us n
 AtDayton!
. Booths

& ELECRAFT KPASOO AMELIFIER

K3s P3 Panadapter KPA500

Superhet/SDR Architecture
Ultra Low-Noise RX/TX

The Elecraft K3 set the standard for compact,
DXpeditions, multi-transmitter contesting, Field Day,

we've raised the bar once again, upgrading nearly
every subsystem. Improvements include:

« Ultralow-noise synthesizer

« USB port with integrated control and audio

+ Second preamp for 12-6 m weak-signal work
+ 5/10/15 dB attenuator settings

« ATU option with true bypass relay

+ Accurate, high-speed CW even in SPLIT mode
+ 100-500 kHz coverage

« Enhanced ook and feel; soft-touch VFO knob

Now with TX Signal Monitoring
Out-Performs Built-In Band Scopes
* The P3 panadapter’s real-time spectral and waterfall
high-performance transceivers, proving to be ideal for :  displays add a visual dimension to DXing, revealing ~ :
: weak signals you might otherwise miss. The P3 is fully :
and home stations alike. With the 2nd-generation K35, : integrated with the transceiver, allowing instant QSY
©toany signal. Optional TX metering adds power/SWR
: graphs and signal envelope monitoring.

Works with Any Transceiver
Silent, Ultra-Fast T/R Switchi

For complete features and sp

each year to feel the pulse of the contest. | was very sur-
prised when the computer subtracted two points off my score.
Upon investigation, | found | had clicked on a DX spot to pop-
ulate my logging program without listening to the callsign
being sent. Sure enough, the spot was wrong. The other
major error category was “Invalid Callsign,” which can occur
for a variety of reasons. Fortunately, pirate activity was lower
in 2015 and accounted for only 31 lost points.

£ DX Maathon
2018

WINNER
OCEARIA

GARY HINSON
ZAIFE

Wieaiag Score: 35

CONGRATULATIONS!

Gary, ZL2IFB, also a repeat winner, had the high score for

2015 in Oceania and is shown here with his 2014 winner’s

plaque.

Dan, KBOEQO, won the 2015 plaque for 10 meters. Dan is
shown here in his shack, with a previous DX Marathon plaque

As part of this issue, you will find a complete listing of all
scores plus a listing of the Top Scores in all available cate-
gories. The DX Marathon website will include additional
information and details on the 2015 results plus photos of
plague winners as they become available. For any ques-
tions or comments about the DX Marathon, please contact
the author. Thank you for your participation in 2015 and best
of luck in 2016!

on his wall in the background.
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